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Executive Session – Finance Director 
 
The Executive Session (es) was part of the Wenham Board of Selectmen (BOS) October 6, 2020 posted meeting. 
Materials used in the preparation of such minutes and all documents and exhibits used at the session, may be withheld from 
disclosure to the public in their entirety under sub clause (a) of clause Twenty-sixth of Section 7 of Chapter 4, as long as 
publication may defeat the lawful purposes of the es, but no longer; provided, however, that the es was held in compliance with 
Section 21.   
These minutes will not be released until approved for release by the Selectmen and notice of such approval has been entered into 
the regular minutes. 
 
Selectmen present: Jack Wilhelm, Chair; Gary Cheeseman; John Clemenzi 
Also present: Anthony Ansaldi, Town Administrator 
 
The minutes were provided by Nicole Roebuck from the recording. 
 
In open session, at 5:30pm, Mr. Wihelm moved to enter into executive session pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 30A, § 21 (a)(2) –  To conduct strategy in preparation 
for negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel and to reconvene in open session. 
 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Clemenzi and carried unanimously by roll call vote.   

Mr. Ansaldi offered an update regarding the Finance Director position, stating that six applicants submitted their interest in the 
job.  Of the six, two withdrew prior to interviews, one accepted another role, and our current Interim Finance Director/Town 
Accountant withdrew due to the lack of interest in the Finance Director side of position. 
 

Of the three applicants selected for interviews, two have municipal experience and one doesn't, but comes from a nonprofit. 
Interviews are scheduled for Thursday afternoon, October 8 starting at two o'clock for forty-five minutes each at the Library. 

Discussion occurred regarding the wishes of the current Interim Finance Director/Town Accountant’s wish to remain Town 
Accountant without the Finance Director role with the hope that the Director of Administrative Services could continue 
managing the budget process.   

Additional discussion occurred regarding the necessity for cross-training and that due to the size of the community employees are 
responsible for assuming other functions beyond their job descriptions.   

Mr. Ansaldi shared details of his various discussions with current Interim Finance Director/Town Accountant regarding other job 
opportunities outside of Wenham, should one of the interviewees be the right fit for the job and accept the offer.  Mr. Ansaldi 
also shared that current Interim Finance Director/Town Accountant did not appear to be interested in pursuing legal action as a 
result of his potential replacement, as previously mentioned. 

Mr. Cheeseman confirmed that once interviews were complete, Mr. Ansaldi would present any candidates recommended by the 
interview committee to the Board of Selectmen for individual interviews.  Those interviews would likely be held during the 
afternoon at Town Hall on Wednesday, October 14 with a posted meeting for discussion and potential appointment later that 
evening.   

The Board agreed on the critical nature of the role and the necessity of finding the right candidate to lead the department. 

There was a motion by Mr. Wilhelm to adjourn from Executive Session, which was seconded by Mr. Cheeseman and passed unanimously by roll call 
vote at 5:42pm and return to open session at 6:30pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted By 
Nicole Roebuck 
12/2/20 
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